




Blast off on brag-worthy excursions with the new KTM 1090 ADVENTURE R! > 

When the pavement turns to dirt, kick it up a gear and attack whatever challenges lie ahead. 

From corner-riddled mountain roads to knee-deep sand washes, if you can picture it, this savage can overcome it! 
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READY TO RACE 
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FLYSTREETGEAR.COM 


TERRA 

TREK4 

JACKET 


The Terra Trek 4 is a true four-season adventure 
touring jacket. Thoughtful design and meticulous 
attention to even the smallest detail has made 
this full-featured jacket versatile enough to have 
you ready for Anything, Anywhere, Anytime. 



Cover: Tasmania, Australia 

Greg Smith 

Art Director 

Chris Glaspell 

Photography 

Simon Cudby 

Contributing Writers 

Greg Smith 
Adam Booth 
Justin Dawes 
Seiji Ishii 

Contributing Photographers 

Adam Booth 
Justin Dawes 
Seiji Ishii 
Greg Smith 

Want to advertise with us? 

Contact: Steven Soto 
sales@upshiftonline.com 

Want to contribute to Upshift? 
If you're an experienced writer 
or photographer with great 
editorial instincts who loves 
finding interesting and unusual 
photo-related content, we 
want to hear from you. 
Contact: info@upshiftonline.com 

Join us online at 

www.upshiftonline.com 

Join us on Instagram at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Twitter at 

@upshift_online 

Join us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/upshiftonline 



UPSHFT 


23986 Aliso Creek Road 
PO. Box 450 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

Upshift Magazine is published monthly 
by Upshift Online Inc. 2017. Reproduction 
of any material requires written consent 
from the publishers. All photos, editori- 
al contributions and advertisements are 
accepted upon representation that they 
are original materials by the author and 
or advertiser. Opinions expressed in the 
articles are those of the author and may 
not reflect the views and opinions of the 
editor, staff or advertisers of Upshift 
Online Inc. Advertisers assume full re- 
sponsibility for the entire content and 
subject matter of their advertisements. 
Now go and find some adventure. 



EIGHTTHINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 


MOTONATION BAJA RIDE 
INTERVIEW: BILLBERROTH 
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INSIDER: Don’t be that guy or girl. You know who I’m talking 

about, the one that ruins (or at least complicates) 
the ride for everyone else. The one that forgets to 
bring tools or spares, the one that has a chain that 
has less definition than a spaghetti noodle, the one 
who doesn’t start their bike for the first time in six 



months until it’s time to ride. Shit happens, but if 
it happens on a regular basis - your riding buddies 
secretly hate you. 

In motocross this is a minor inconvenience. We are 
all just fine letting our friends sit on the tailgate 
and watch while we ride. However when it comes to 
ADV and Dual Sporting, not being prepared could 
result in dire consequences. Broken bikes suck; 
broken bodies because of broken bikes are even 
worse. We can access remote places, and let’s be 
honest, our level of risk is elevated compared to 
other outdoor activities. Really wrap your head 
around the fact that you are traveling at speed over 
varied terrain on a machine that most likely out- 
weighs you and can throw you on the ground with 
any mistake. Why stack the odds against yourself 
with poor preparation? 

Some people are preppers; they are always on point 
and their brains don’t allow them to be any other 
way. Then there are riders like me: disorganization 
and procrastination are hardwired into my being. 
Great for the “preppers.” I’m talking to those like 
me. We are “that rider,” but we don’t have to be. 
Make lists, put rides on a calendar, set reminders 

L I 

on your phone to get your bike and gear ready. 
Get a system and stick to it. Your riding group will 
thank you for it, I know mine has. 




'i$ ‘ " - f ?{ :i . V ^ • « ' 

EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 


With the latest in dual sport tire technology 
these tires will take anything the adventure 
can throw at them and then ask for more. 
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ShinkotireUSA.com 
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Pyrenees > 


wemotobike 

Salar De Uyuni - Bolivia 


1200lab 

Place de la Concorde > 


butlermaps 


california_dual_sport_riders 

Carrizo Plain > 


atthehandlebars 

Indus River > 


gs_vintage 


The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
#upshift_online on your photos 
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1. KLIM Apex Jacket 

The Apex is both a place and a moment in time. It’s the 
one spot in a corner where lean angle, speed, traction and 
inertia are all perfectly balanced. Mastering it results in the 
fastest and most efficient way to ride. Racers spend their 
lives trying to master this one spot, lap after lap. 

The Apex Jacket was inspired by this drive. The design, 
style, technology, features and construction are integrated 
in perfect ratios. The result: The highest-performing sport 
touring jacket ever offered. 

Providing best-in-class aggressive/sport style, unbeatable 
weather protection, impressive abrasion resistance and 
complete impact coverage, the Apex Jacket has all the 
corners covered. MSRP: $799.99 to $849.99. For more 
information, visitwww.KLIM.com 




2 . Garmin announces first devices with Satellite Communi- 
cation Technology with inReach SE+ and inReach Explorer+ 

Unlike other popular satellite communication devices, inReach 2-way 
communication technology allows you to receive and send messages 
so you’re continually updated on the status of any search or rescue 
operation. While others who use limited 1-way devices are left to 
sit and wonder if their SOS has been received, your inReach 2-way 
messaging provides a much more reassuring scenario: You press SOS 
to send an emergency alert and GEOS quickly responds letting you 
know help has been called. You describe your emergency so respond- 
ers know whom and what to send. Responders advise you when to 
expect assistance and suggest potentially life-saving actions to take in 
the meantime. You communicate with friends and family, lettingthem 
know the situation and where to contact the rescue team. Help ar- 
rives, you’re able to coordinate any logistics or medical care that may 
be needed upon your return. The inReach SE+ and inReach Explorer+ 
will be available in the first quarter of 2017. The inReach SE+ will have a 
suggested retail price of $399.99, and the inReach Explorer+ will have 
a suggested retail price of $449.99. www.garmin.com 


2 . KTM Power Parts Skid Plate for 2017 Adventure 

If you’re planningto take part in a rally or ride through the most 
treacherous regions on Earth, or simply want to make your Adven- 
ture look like a rally bike - the KTM skid plate makes that possible. 

• Heavy-duty design made of 6 mm thick, high-strength aluminum 

• Helps protect engine case and exhaust manifold 

• Protects against roost and other light impact damage 

• Fits: ’17 1090 Adventure R, 13-16 1190 Adventure R, 

15-16 1290 Super Adventure, 17 1290 Super Adventure R / T 

• MSRP: $299.99 www.ktm.com 





EXPLORE. ENJOY. 



GRAVEL-T RANGE 


Find more than 900 accessories at giviusa.com 
Discover giviexplorer.com the web portal for motorcyclists 


Gravel T is a line a 100% waterproof bags, made 
for off-road journeys and specifically suited to light 
motorcycles such as Enduro and Supermoto. 

The collection has been developed to meet the 
requirements of off-road travel. 

• Made from 100% waterproof material 

• Main body incorporating high frequency welding 

• Super light and resistant technical materials 

• Reflective inserts 

• Universal fixing system using straps 
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3 . Magura Folding Brake and Clutch Lever Kit 
for BMW R 1200 Series 

This two-piece lever kit in exclusive MAGURA look actually 
makes it possible to upgrade the BMW R 1200 model series 
both visually and ergonomically. The brake and clutch levers 
are meticulously honed from premium grade aluminum. 
Secured by a ball locking device, they sit comfortably in 
the hand. The striking reach adjuster in the new minimalist 
MAGURA design and the high-quality workmanship make 
these fitments real eye catchers. The upgrade kit naturally 
includes ABE, a replacement spring and easy-to-follow 
installation instructions. The matching CNC reservoir cover 
for brake and clutch completes the upgrade. The reser- 
voir kit also contains an easily-fitted fluid level protection 
window for riders who venture off-road. These little gems 
match the folding lever kit perfectly - and they are now 
much more stylish, in line with our design relaunch. 

Folding lever kit MSRP: $229.00, Reservoir cover with brush 
guard kit MSRP: $209.00 www.magura.com 




4 . Giant Loop Great Basin Saddlebag Roll Top Updates Pioneering 
Biomorphic Horseshoe-Shaped Motorcycle Saddlebag Design 

The Great Basin Saddlebag Roll Top features a convenient rolling closure that seals out 
water and dust while expanding the packable volume and retaining all the unique “go 
light, go fast, go far” benefits of its zippered predecessor: It’s super rugged, stable, 
lightweight, waterproof, requires no rack or mounts, positions gear tightly to the center of 
the bike and fits virtually any motorcycle designed to carry a passenger. Sport and sport 
touring bikes, scramblers, standards, adventure touring and dual sport motorcycles - if 
the motorcycle has a passenger seat and footrests, then the Great Basin Saddlebag Roll 
Top will strap right on. 

Other enhancements include Giant Loop-branded molded rubber grab handles that 
double as side compression straps, an included set of 3 RF-welded waterproof inner liner 
Saddlebag Dry Pods with air purge valves, and drains in the bottoms of the Saddlebag’s 
“legs” that allow water to escape if it manages to penetrate the highly water resistant 
outer shell (for example, dropping a bike in a stream during a water crossing). Lash loops 
enable Giant Loop’s waterproof Possibles Pouch (sold separately) to attach as external 
pockets. The beavertail and cinch ring compression straps integrate with Giant Loop’s 
double-ended waterproof Dry Bags (sold separately) to expand the bag’s capacity. An 
included laser-cut aluminum Hot Springs Heat Shield with stainless steel clamp offers 
protection from exhaust. For 2017, Giant Loop also freshened up its graphics with sewn- 
on rubber labels. Riders can color match or complement their motorcycles with a choice 
of five standard colors: yellow, white, orange, gray and black. 

Giant Loop’s Great Basin Saddlebag Roll Top retails for $450 MSRP (including set of 3 
waterproof Saddlebag Dry Pods, 1 Hot Springs Heat Shield exhaust protector). The Great 
Basin Saddlebag Roll Top can be purchased at Giant Loop’s Adventure Shop retail show- 
room in Bend, Oregon, online at www.giantloopmoto.com, plus Giant Loop’s adventure 
proof motorcycle, snowmobile, snow bike, ATV, UTV, SxS, 4x4 and outdoor packing and 
gear systems are available from powersports dealers across the USA via Tucker Rocky 
Distributing, as well as from international distributors around the world. Giant Loop is a 
rider-owned company that designs and tests products in Bend, Oregon. 

For all the details, go to www.giantloopmoto.com 


THE 


GM11D ADVENTURE HELMET 





The next-gen 2017 Suzuki I /-Strom B50XT. It’s not about the destination. 

It’s about the state-of-the-art electronics package, including highly advanced 3-mode traction control 
that lets you adjust to any riding surface imaginable. It’s ABS, giving you peace of mind in all conditions. 
It’s the genius Low RPM Assist for smooth launches and enhanced low-speed riding. It’s Suzuki’s Easy 
Start System that enables simple, one-touch starts. It’s the unmistakable feeling that only a V-twin 
engine can deliver, whether you’re crossing town or the entire continent. And it’s knowing that you didn’t 
have to break the bank to break free. Because the value of a journey isn’t measured in miles. 

It’s measured in experiences. 


Traction Control cannot prevent loss of traction due to excessive speed when the rider enters a turn and/or applies the brakes. Neither can it prevent the front wheel from losing grip. ABS is not designed 
to shorten the braking distance. Please always ride at a safe speed for road and weather conditions, including while cornering. Suzuki, the "S" logo, and Suzuki model and product names are Suzuki 
Trademarks or ®. © 2017 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 



Four I /-Strom models. Infinite journeys. 
See the full lineup at SuzukiCycles.com 
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KLIM’s KRIOS is a new beginning for ADV helmets— revitalizing standards 
in strength, performance and functionality while leaving traditional 
compromises behind. KRIOS provides a premium experience through 
High Performance Carbon-Fiber construction, four ride mode versatility, 
aerodynamic superiority and unrivaled acoustical and contact comfort. This 
is the lightest adventure helmet ever created. This is the pinnacle of ADV. 
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Weekends away riding with your buddies are 
some of the most precious moments in your 
life (I did say “some”) and the memory cre- 
ations will be looked back upon every time 
you catch up throughout your future. So 
imagine if you were a self-diagnosed social 
outcast within the motorcycle community 
because your fuel tank is twice the size of 
most or even better, three times the size of 
some! I guess that’s what most adventure 
riders feel until they are surrounded with 
like-minded, oversized fuel tank owners. 

In Australia there have been a group of rid- 
ers catching up once a year for the last sev- 
en years. They all ride one brand and model 
of bike that sets them apart from most oth- 
ers. More to the point, seven years ago they 
were ahead of today’s adventure riding 
trend. They are called the Yamaha Tenere 
Tragics and leave their membership open 
to anyone with a Yamaha Tenere, no matter 
the age or condition. With most bikes in the 
group being relatively late models there are 
a few guys willing to pedal their ‘83 models 
around just to prove that the older ver- 
sions are more than capable of doing the 
job. That job is to be ridden, ridden some 
more and then ridden again. Let’s face it, if 
you have enough fuel to get you from one 
side of the continent to the other there’s no 
need to stop halfway, unless you see anoth- 
er Tenere, right? 




This brings us to the 2017 Tenere Tragics event that was recently held 
in Australia’s most southern state, Tasmania. “Tassie”, as it’s affec- 
tionately known, is separated from the Australian mainland by 240km 
of water at their closest points known as Bass Strait. The only way 
you’ll get there with your car or motorcycle is by the Spirit of Tasmania 
vehicle ferry, taking part in its 429km voyage. Every time I make the 
trip I’m staggered at the amount of people making the llhr overnight 
journey each and every day. Once off the ferry it was a short run from 
Devonport, where the ferry docks, to Launceston, the location of the 
welcoming dinner and start point for the first day of the 5-day event. 
An elaborate setup of motorcycles and Yamaha banners greeted us 
upon our arrival to Launceston’s Country Club Casino and Resort. 
From there the group was welcomed and served dinner while Andrew 
Clubb aka Captain Tragic gave instructions about the week to come. 
Andrew’s wife Tanya was also there just to correct any mistakes and 
keep the crowd under control. 

The event uses daily navigation/route sheets complete with coffee 
stops/fuel stops and tourist attractions etc. I must mention now that 
it’s not a race, rather more like a self-guided tour taken at your own 
pace through towns and wilderness with everyone meeting at the 
same location later that day. The next morning after a great night at 
the casino, the riders headed off to tackle the event head on with some 
leaving before the sun rose and others sleeping until the very last mo- 
ment before the cleaners came in to change the sheets on their beds. 

Day one would see the group of 65 Tragics plus sponsors, offi- 
cials and crew making up a total of 75 riders head out early for the 
388km run down to Swansea on the East Coast. Fresh air and dry 
skies providing an ideal setting to meander our way through the 
forestry roads of North Eastern Tasmania with the majority of 
roads consisting of a dust-filled “pea gravel” surface over a super 
slick hard pack base. While the surface was tricky to negotiate it 
was nothing compared to the vistas that would take your attention 
throughout the ride before making our way down the mountains 
towards the coastal town of Swansea where we’d spend the night. 
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Notes to take from day one: don’t get too 
close in the dust and look out for road kill 
as there’s something eternally sleeping on 
the line you’ve chosen to either enter or 
exit the next turn. 

Day two would see us travel close to 366km 
heading back into the forestry region early 
on before trekking west then south west 
into the central highlands of the Island. We 
visited a few of the mountain lake regions 
before heading down towards the coast- 
line through numerous quaint historic 
towns while travelling south east towards 
the overnight rest stop at one of Australia’s 
first settlements, Port Arthur, and more 
specifically, the penal colony that’s now 
one of the region’s biggest tourist attrac- 
tions. It recently made headlines for all the 
wrong reasons as a crazed gunman mas- 
sacred people in the worst mass killing in 
Australia’s modern history. 











Day three was another 350 plus km ride but this 
time we headed back towards the “big smoke” of 
Hobart, Tasmania’s capital city via Mt Wellington 
then onto Horizon Motorcycles for a quick pitstop 
and the chance for me to be in-front of the camera 
lens for once (making it into the leading newspaper)! 
The day’s run was mostly asphalt and set up to be 
relatively easy except for the picturesque run into 
the day’s final stop: Lake Pedder Wilderness Resort 
at Strathgordon Dam, which could easily be on an- 
other continent by its remote location and amazingly 
different landscape. We were pleasantly surprised by 
Yamaha Yamalube Factory Racing team Dakar Rally 
racer Rodney Faggotter who spoke in depth about his 
recent Dakar race experience. It was a great insight 
into what it takes and to have that sort of intimate 
moment in such an inspirational location really made 
the trip for a lot of the Tragics, not to mention that he 
was to join us for the remainder of the ride. 

As Day four started it was amazing to think that we 
hadn’t experienced “any” bad weather across the 
week. Mild temperatures and blue skies greeted us 
every day. Today’s ride was through the picturesque 
landscape surrounding Lake Pedder stopping at 
Waddamana, the site of a historic power station ex- 
hibition in as original condition as if the workers had 
recently walked out leaving everything, even their 
tools, behind! The riding surfaces changed through- 
out the day from the slippery gravel surface to a san- 
dy surface that caught out a couple of riders back to 
a beautiful white gravel in the mountainous regions 
then onto asphalt for the final run into the old gold 
mining settlement of Queenstown for the night. 













Distinction, Details and Design 


Sand (Shown) 
Stonewash Black 



As we woke for Day five it looked like the weather had set in 
with a thick layer of fog blanketing the township. The fog quick- 
ly dissipated as we headed closer towards the tourist mecca 
of Straughn, quickly stopping there for fuel. It was then off to 
the top left corner of Tassie to our final destination of Smithton 
along the endless dirt roads and forestry areas covering ap- 
proximately 300km on the way. One thing you appreciate when 
riding in Tasmania is the crystal clean, fresh air that comes 
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out of the forestry areas. Given the 
amount of animals and thickly wooded 
areas that are so green and lush, you’d 
think it was a rain forest! Ironically we 
are slowly destroying them to make 
money; yes it keeps towns alive but 
the end result won’t be pretty. Roll- 
ing into Smithton was a bittersweet 
moment for me pulling into the final 
destination of Tall Timbers Resort, as 
it was the end of another EPIC Tragics 
event, my second in total, plus I had to 
give back the Yamaha XTZ1200Z pow- 
erslide machine (it was actually sold 
while I was riding it). After dinner and 
an incredibly funny awards ceremony 
it was time to rest and figure out what 
to do with 34 inches worth of monkey 
butt. I’m sure it’ll be right by the 2018 
edition of the Tragics! 
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The final word from Andrew Clubb aka Captain Tragic: 

The combination of fabulous riding on both tar and gravel roads, eye-popping scenery, superb hospi- 
tality and Tasmania’s enthusiasm for the tourism industry made this Tragics Run a ride to remember. “I 
stated at the welcome dinner that this year’s Tragics Run would be hard to top, and that’s just the way it 
played out,” enthused event organizer Andrew ‘Captain Tragic’ Clubb. ‘‘Conditions were perfect, there 
were no major incidents - just one bruised wrist and some none too serious panel damage, while every 
Tragic that started the Run, finished the Run.” 

Some of the awards and Interesting facts: 

Oldest Tragic Award: At 65 years young, Victoria’s David ‘Beak’ Murray represents the timeless Tenere 
Spirit. A former Australian Safari, off-road and road-race competitor, Beak rides a 1983 XT600ZL 
Tenere and travels light, rolling out his swag at each overnight stop and reveling in the camaraderie of 
his Tenere brothers. Beak is a former Truly Tragic Award recipient More Tenere spirit: 

Yamaha Dealers: Four Yamaha dealers rode in this year’s Run: Dave Wilson from Lithgow Bike Stop, 
NSW; Dave Readford from Readford’s Motorcycles in Dubbo, NSW; Mark Counsell from Toowoomba Ya- 
maha, Queensland: and Phil Halpin and sons Matt and Josh from Halpin’s Motors Yamaha in St George, 
Queensland. These Yamaha dealers have all now ridden the Tragics Run multiple times. 

Seven Tragics rode the Run aboard Yamaha’s legendary first model XT600ZL Tenere: Neil Asplin, David 
Murray, Matt Parker-Charlton, Peter Hickey, Jose De Olivera, Graeme Baker and Captain Tragic. 

Four Tragics rode the Run aboard Yamaha’s legendary first generation XTZ750 Super Tenere: Chris 
Kirk, Dave Harrison, Jerry Young and Craig Danson. 

Breaking News: The Tenere Tragics made headlines in Tasmania. The Run was covered by WIN TV News 
and The Mercury newspaper in Hobart when the Tragics pack made a stop at local Yamaha dealer, 
Horizon Motorcycles. 

Dealer Support: Tasmanian Yamaha dealers Launceston Yamaha and Horizon Motorcycles offered 
fabulous support to the Tragics. Launceston Yamaha threw open their workshop to assist Tragics on 
the eve of the Run and supported Stephen Gall’s ADV Skills Session on Sunday morning, while Horizon 
Motorcycles opened their doors and provided a coffee stop on the Wednesday morning of the Run. 

Sponsors of the 2017 Tenere Tragics Tasmanian Devil Run included: Yamaha Motor Australia, bLU cRU, 
Yamaha Motor Finance, Yamaha Motor Insurance, Yamaha Genuine Spares, Yamalube, GYTR, Adven- 
ture Moto, Motorrad Garage, Touratech Australia, Barkbusters and CTi. 

Details of the 2018 Tenere Tragics Run will be announced soon: for latest updates be sure to follow the 
Tenere Tragics Facebook and Instagram accounts. 

A total of 75 Yamaha Tenere riders took part in the recent Tasmanian Devil Run, which covered a lap of 
the apple isle on dirt roads and byways. Around 1830km was covered. 










Eight Things You Need to Know About 
Phone-Based GPS Navigation 


As smartphones evolve and get better, many 
riders are making the switch from traditional 
stand-alone GPS units to smartphone-based 
solutions. There are pros and cons to each, 
as well as a lot of questions about how 
phone-based navigation apps like Rever 
actually work. In this article, we’ve tried to 
weed out the most common questions and 
misconceptions to help you decide which 
solution is best for you. 


1. Battery Life 

Battery life is a major 
topic of discussion 
when it comes to 
phone-based naviga- 
tion. The answer to 
“how long will my battery last?” is an important 
one, especially for those of us who ride in remote 
places for long hours. The answer is, it depends 
on how you are using the phone and your settings. 
We’ve found that if you’re just recording rides 
with your phone in your pocket, only taking it out 
occasionally to see where you are, it can go 10 or 
more hours on a single charge using Rever on an 
iPhone 7 Plus. But, there are several factors you 
need to consider: 

Phone model. It sounds so obvious, but all phone 
batteries are not created equal. The latest iPhone 
7 Plus has an incredible battery. Older ones don’t. 
This is the major factor in what you can expect 
from battery performance. 

Display on/off. Keeping your screen on is one of 
the major power drains. If you need to have your 
screen on to constantly see your location on a 
map you can expect four to five hours of battery 
from an iPhone 7. 

Background refreshing. Many apps and pro- 
grams, like the email client on your phone, have 
settings for how often it fetches information. Try 
optimizing these settings for better battery life. 



Stand-alone GPS units will definitely get better 
battery performance than a phone, but it’s 
not unlimited. You’ll need to charge, replace or 
hardwire your GPS device eventually. The same 
is true for your phone. Luckily it’s an easy task to 
make a direct connection to your bike. Most new 
bikes have a USB or cigarette-type charging port. 
If yours doesn’t, you can purchase a kit for under 
$30.00 that you can wire directly to your battery. 
There are numerous options out there but we’ve 
used Powerlet and BikeMaster kits 
with no complaints. 


2. Mounting 

There is a lot of skepticism about mounting an 
expensive phone to your bike. After many years 
and literally hundreds of thousands of miles of 
testing, we can say 
with confidence 
that there are sev- 
eral great solutions 
for mounting your 
phone to your bike. 

At Butler Maps we 
spent countless 
hours in the saddle 
scouting roads with 
a phone app. We used the Ram X-Grip mounted 
with a Ram Ball to the handlebar and never once 
lost a phone. For off-road and adventure use, we 
prefer the Mob Armor and Rokform mounts, both 
of which perform well even on whooped-out single 
track riding. 


3. Waterproofness 

We’ve run an iPhone for the last five years and 
have found that with the phone mounted behind 
the windscreen on the bars, it takes a whole lot of 
rain to get any water on the phone. If it’s absolute- 
ly pouring out and you are in slow moving urban 
situations this may not be the case. However, 
there are plenty of affordable and rugged cases 
out there that will make your phone 100-percent 
waterproof. We’ve used the Lifeproof and Otter- 
box versions for the iPhone and would recom- 
mend both if you think you’re going to get wet. 





4. Sunlight/Overheating 

Every once in a while we hear about phones or tablets overheating on the bike. Again, in the thousands of 
miles of riding with a phone, we can say we’ve never personally experienced this, but we know it happens. 
This often results when phones are placed face up under the clear plastic map window on a tank bag; with 
no ventilation, it becomes a sauna in that pocket. Try trusting a heavy-duty phone mount, angle the phone 
towards you so it’s not pointed right at the sun and let it breathe a bit. 


5. Offline-GPS Tracking 

This is the big one, and for good reason. If you can’t see your location on 
a map what good is having a GPS. The reality is, you can use your phone 
anywhere in the world and still get your GPS location as well as maps, 
even when you don’t have cell service; and it doesn’t use data. The GPS 
chip in your phone works independently of your network connection. 

Try turning on airplane mode or using an old phone that doesn’t have a 
SIM card in it. The GPS will still find your location. 


6. Offline Maps 

Another big misconception is that you can’t rely on your phone to show 
you maps when you’re off the beaten path with no cell service. Many 
apps handle this in different ways. Rever can “cache” or save maps for 
any country in the world directly to the internal memory in your phone. 
This allows you to access that map data independent of your network 
status. Just like purchasing maps from Garmin, you load them in once, 
and you are done. 
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7. GPS Accuracy 

The GPS chip in phones is getting much better but they still don’t have the high fidelity of a dedicated GPS 
device. Modern phones typically have a sample rate of 1Hz with an accuracy of about 5 meters. This means 
the GPS is getting your location once per second. In comparison, dedicated GPS hardware might sample 
at 5Hz and have an accuracy of 2.5 meters. That being said, we’ve found that the refresh rate on modern 
iPhones and Androids are more than adequate for most of the riding we do. The only exception we’ve found 
to this is during high-speed racetrack use where you’re traveling a longer distance in one second than in most 
other riding situations. The good news is that there are several external GPS trackers you can use on the 
racetrack to track your laps. 


8. Turn-by-Turn Navigation 

This might be the most “asked for feature” we get here at Rever. While 
this seems like an obvious function for a navigation system, the reality 
is that turn-by-turn is very complicated. There are really two types to 
consider: Turn-by-turn generated from a custom-planned ride using the 
Rever website or, A-to-B routing, which is calculated using “quickest time” 
or “shortest distance.” A-to-B routing is what you see in most navigation 
apps, including Google Maps. You type in your location, you type in where 
you want to go and boom, the system recommends how to get there. 
A-to-B routing with voice navigation is a new function being offered in the 
latest release of the Rever app this spring. Custom turn-by-turn is in the 
works, as are more sophisticated calculations for automatically spitting 
out routes that are best suited for motorcycle riding. 


from Eagle, Colorado 

^ 9700 E Arapahoe Rd, Greenwood Village, CO 80112 


2 h 8 min (136 miles) 3 •C 0 

via 1-70 E 

Fastest route, the usual traffic 

Eagle 

Colorado 

> Get on 1-70 E from Grand Ave and Eby Creek Rd 

2 min (0.8 mi) 

> Continue on 1-70 E. Drive to CO-88 E/E Arapahoe Rd 
in Greenwood Village. Take exit 197 from 1-25 S 

2 h 10 min (135 mi) 

♦, Use the left 2 lanes to turn left onto CO-88 E/E 
Arapahoe Rd 

Q Destination will be on the right 
2 min (0.6 mi) 

9700 E Arapahoe Rd 

Greenwood Village, CO 801 1 2 
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Upshift’s Simon Cudby recently rode 
to Baja Mexico for the Motonation 
Sierra & Surf event to launch their full 
line of products including: Sidi Boots, 
Vemar Helmets, Forcefield Body 
Armour and AGV Sport 
Adventure Gear. Simon sat down with 
Motonation founder Bill Berroth 
to talk shop and Ride Baja. 



Photos: Simon Cudby 












Upshift: Alright Bill, well first of 
all, thanks for having us down on 
this great ride in Baja. Tell us about 
your history of riding down here. 

Bill Berroth: Well, I came out to 
California in more or less 6 84 and 
very quickly discovered Baja was 
an adventure: the openness of the 
people, the openness of the terrain, 
the wilderness of the countryside. 
I’ve never been a track guy so being 
in an area like this where things are 
more free than California, even in 
the ‘80s it was pretty locked down. 
It was really attractive and I just 
loved the terrain, the lifestyle, the 
people, and everything about it so 
I’ve been coming for years now. 

Upshift: So we heard a rumor that 
you’ve done some racing though in 
the past. 

Bill Berroth: Yeah, and I guess I’m 
an On Any Sunday movie fan. I was 
probably like 14 or 15 when I saw 
that movie and I thought that was 
the coolest shit around, especially 
the six-day stuff with Malcolm 
Smith. At that time, I was still a 
kid messing around. 




Then the next year the Six-Days was in Massachusetts and I’m from 
Connecticut, so it was just up the road. We saw the Husky truck and 
the Penton truck driving up through our town. We talked to a friend of 
mine’s dad, and he said, “Yeah. I heard there’s this big race up there.” 
We really didn’t know what it was, but we piled in the station wagon and 
we drove up and saw the final moto grass track and all these Europeans 
and everybody running around. Then I put two-and-two together with 
the movie, and said, “Yeah. I need to do that!” At that point, I got off of 
a mini bike and onto a real motorcycle. I started doing some Motocross 
and some Enduros and went to the Six Day qualifiers that they had for 
the Americans to be on the team. I went to the Six Days twice, which 
was my goal to do at the time. I raced around New England quite a bit 
in the Enduro Series there. It was a pretty prominent championship at 
that time. What I really wanted to do was go to Six Days, so I did that 
a couple of times and got a couple of silvers, and did it when it was the 
ISDT. After they put the E on the end of it, it got really easy. So I did that 
and some other stuff. 

Upshift: So we’re down here in Baja, and we’re trying out some of your 
new products. Tell us a little bit about Motonation and the brands that 
you have in your catalog. 

Bill Berroth: Well, my partners Don Emler from FMF fame, Danny 
LaPorte (everybody knows what he’s accomplished), Alan Cunningham 
our friend from Australia and I founded Motonation in 1999. The first 
effort was to be a new representative for Sidi boots in the USA. At the 
time, Sidi was not well-known at all, although it was one of the first pur- 
pose-built motocross or off-road boots ever made. It wasn’t represented 
well in the USA for a long time. I was able to convince Sidi that they 
needed to do something different and give us a shot with a brand-new 
company with passion and enthusiasm. Here we are 18 years later and 
we’re the number one boot distributor in the world for Sidi now, and the 
number one cycling shoe distributor as well. 




Vemar Off-Road 




AGVSport Telluride 


AGVSport Twist 
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AGVSport Tundra 






Upshift: Tell us how you’re connected 
with AGVSPORT, FORCEFIELD, and 
VEMAR HELMETS. 

Bill Berroth: Along the way, people saw 
that we were doing a good job with Sidi. 
And our philosophy at the company— 
we’re basically a distribution company, 
like PARTS UNLIMITED is a very well- 
known, big distribution company. They 
and some of the others of their size have 
very big catalogs. They’ll take on any 
brand. It’s just a huge collection. Our 
angle is different. We don’t want a lot of 
products. We wanted very few prod- 
ucts and we want to focus on them like 
partners, marketing and promotional 
and sales partners with the brand. 

So over the years, these other brands 
have come to us. Other than Sidi who I 
went to convince, the other people have 
come to us and made proposals to us 
seeing what we’ve done. We’ve been 
with Vemar for about 10 years and with 
Forcefield and AGV Sport for proba- 
bly six or seven years. With all those 
things, we’ve kind of ended up being a 
distributor of items for the rider; from 
boots to helmet, jackets and pants and 
protective armor and things like that. 
We just sort of ended up there; it wasn’t 
a master plan at all. 



Upshift: You’re not just a distributor, though, right? When we talked 
yesterday you were saying about how much input you put into the 
development of new products and that kind of thing. 

Bill Berroth: Yes, we are more than just a distributor. We want to be 
a partner with our guys and help them in any way we can, so we do 
a lot of product development. A lot of guys in our office ride bicycles 
and motorcycles both. We’ve generally been at it a long time and 
have done some things in our lives, so we have a pretty decent idea 
of what can work and what doesn’t. Over the years, we’ve developed 
a philosophy: We will not sell anything that we have not personally 
tested first. If we’re happy with it and we think it has a place, we 
will offer it. That has expanded along the way with Sidi, who is 
primarily a cycling company first, in a lot of things that it does. With 
the motorcycle stuff, we talk to them more about that product and 
get involved in some of the development or suggestions as needed. 
With cycling, they’re very, very knowledgeable, so we don’t really get 
involved as much in that arena. We had some input with the develop- 
ment with Vemar helmets, including some of the details the Amer- 
ican market wants, what they should watch out for and mistakes to 
avoid. So we’re pretty involved with the development in addition to 
the distribution. As far as the AGV Sport jackets that we’ve tried on 
this trip, the quality seems really good. 

Upshift: Tell us a little bit about where that jacket and pant combo 
fits into the marketplace. 

Bill Berroth: Well, those are either adventure, touring or street rid- 
ing depending on how the rider wants to use it. We have two or three 
different pants. The ones you’re using are my favorite, the Telluride. 
They have big zip-open vents for the warmer days, but you can zip 
them closed and put a waterproof membrane inner pant in and 
you’re dry and warm. All of this stuff is really versatile. 
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It’s functional. Like we say, we try all this stuff and 
drive the manufacturers crazy with little detail chang- 
es along the way. We try to do the AGV Sports stuff at 
a reasonable price. There are plenty of guys that put 
together a jacket or pant that’s as much as a mortgage 
payment. They’re fantastic and everything, but I really 
don’t think anybody that doesn’t work on Wall Street 
can afford to buy one of those. We try to do as well as 
we can to have our products reasonably priced without 
taking it too far and being cheap. We could make a 
jacket that looks like what you’re wearing today for half 
as much money, but it won’t do what it needs to do. We 
want it to function and have it come out as reasonably 
priced as possible. If it starts to get up and to the moon, 
that’s just not what we believe we should be offering. 

Upshift: Apart from riding in Baja, which you’ve done 
a lot of, what’s your favorite place to ride a big adven- 
ture bike? 

Bill Berroth: A big adventure bike? I’ve been lucky. 

I’ve been able to ride a big adventure bike in Australia, 
Europe and here. When I was racing all the time, I’d go 
back and forth across the country just to go to one race 
after another. I never stopped anywhere, did anything, 
or got out to see the little towns. With the adventure 
bike, I can go back to some of these areas that I just saw 
off of the freeway, and actually stop and explore. So I 
don’t really have a favorite area. More than anything 
else, I like to hit places I haven’t experienced. I always 
find good stuff wherever I go. I don’t have one favorite 
thing, I just want to travel and experience new things. 
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THE 33RD ANNUAL MOTION PRO NEVAOA 200 TRAIL HIRE 


The Nevada 200 Trail Ride has a remarkable history. 
This was the 33rd continuous year presented as al- 
ways by off-road legends Casey Folks of Best in the 
Desert and Scot Harden of Harden Off-Road. This in- 
vitation-only event of 200 riders has been sponsored 
by Motion Pro and Red Bull for a decade, and this 
year included Beta Motorcycles, Klim, PJ1 and Seat 
Concepts. The 2017 edition held a special place in the 
hearts of those who have been involved, as it marks 
the first Nevada 200 Trail Ride without Casey Folks, 
who passed away in January. The spirit of Casey Folks 
was perceptible throughout the weekend; the event 
forged ahead and everyone enjoyed the riding and ca- 
maraderie, as the founder of The Best in The Desert 
would have wanted. 

I joined fellow Upshift Online contributor Simon Cudby 
on our first off-road foray in Nevada, driving straight 
from the airport to the sleepy town of Caliente, NV. Ad- 
venture immediately ensued, as we motored through 
an Armageddon-like windstorm that laid waste to 
areas around Las Vegas with hurricane force winds, 
overturned semis and epic dust storms. This was fol- 
lowed by a snowstorm, large snowflakes blowing hor- 
izontally, as we went over the final pass approaching 
Caliente. 

The first official day of the ride on Friday involved the 
usual registration activities, held at the local VFW. The 
tight community of off-roaders was obvious, everyone 
seemingly long-time riding companions, yet they were 
all open to newcomers. The rest of the event was cen- 
tered at the Agua Caliente RV Park, just blocks away. 
The riding format over the three days of the event en- 
tailed both an “A” ride and a “C” ride with roughly 50 
miles on Friday, 100 miles on Saturday and 50 miles 
on the final day. Gas stop services and sweep riders 
were arranged for both rides. Breakfast, dinner and 
drinks were provided on the appropriate days and a 
welcome party awards ceremony and Easter egg hunt 
were also slated on the itinerary. 
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The trails were incredibly well marked; plenty of brightly colored ribbons, “wrong way” and “danger” signs, 
with anything concerning signaled far in advance. Getting lost would require serious work and misfortune. The 
routes each day offered widely varying terrain, scenery and challenges. Generally, the lower elevations offered 
fast dirt double tracks, gravelly washes, and meandering, fresh single tracks through rolling alpine deserts 
with scrubby vegetation and wide- open vistas. These gave way to sandy double tracks, tight single tracks 
through the trees and rocky outcroppings in the higher elevations. 

The Nevada 200 conditions were reported as being unpredictable, the higher elevations and inconsistent 
spring weather playing a huge part in determining trail conditions, traction and amounts of dust. The snow- 
storm we gleefully witnessed on our arrival turned out to be pivotal in shaping the characteristics of the riding. 
The conditions in the lower elevations were nothing short of perfect: zero dust, loamy, moist dirt with ample 
traction. Higher up the slopes, carving single tracks through a layer of snow and utterly stunning scenery 
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THE 33RD ANNUAL MOTION PRO NEVAOA 200 TRAIL HIRE 



on the first day morphed into slicing through bot- 
tomless mud and water filled drainages, broken 
up by sections of once again perfect single tracks 
on the following days. The trails higher up also 
provided magnificent overlooks and challenging 
rocky climbs and descents. Both “A” and “C” rides 
sampled reinforced the “no novices” warning on 
the entry form. Nothing stood out as death defy- 
ing, and Scot Harden clearly pointed out risky ob- 
stacles, suggesting shelving the ego to save body 
parts. The distances alone required decent rid- 
ing-specific fitness and some sections demanded 
a fair amount of experience and skill, the snow- 
melt multiplying the difficulties by a huge factor. 
Even in dry conditions, certain segments would 
certainly put a novice rider in jeopardy, so take 
the “novices need not apply” warning to heart and 
gain the fitness and skills to make the Nevada 200 
a thoroughly enjoyable goal. 

Amazing riding, unforgettable scenery and a well- 
run event put on by legendary off-roaders and 
dedicated staff, present enough reason to embed 
the Nevada 200 on the calendar. Add to this the 
estimated $500,000 in economic impact Caliente 
has received over the life span of the event (the 
ride is the largest annual contributor to the local 
VFW) and the sizable donations made to improve 
parks, senior citizens outreach and the volunteer 
fire department, and you have undeniable reason 
to head to Nevada next spring. The Nevada 200’s 
strong legacy will endure and should include you! 
Casey Folks would indeed be proud of the com- 
munity and camaraderie that will carry on into the 
future. 

Contact: Best in The Desert Racing Association at 

www.bitd.com 

The Nevada 200, in cooperation with the BLM, 
has established almost 3000 miles of trails, open 
to all riders that may be enjoyed on your own. 






Words: Seiji Ishii 


The Nemo Gogo Elite bivy is an incredibly light, minimal- 
ist shelter that packs down to the size of a grapefruit, 
keeping the adventurous rider protected from rain, 
cold and wind without the claustrophobic confines of a 
traditional bivy sack. (Traditional bivy sacks are literally 
weatherproof sacks for sleeping bags). This bivy uses 
Nemo Equipment’s AirSupported Technology to keep 
the fabric suspended above the body to provide some 


space for both rider and gear without the use of poles, 
contributing to the amazing verified weight of 1.52 lbs. 
(includes stuff sack, repair kit, guy-out cords, pump 
and stakes) and diminutive packed size. 

Erecting the Nemo Gogo Elite is quick and simple: 
stake out the four corners and vestibule and inflate the 
supporting air beam with the included “mouth pump”; 
air is blown into a bulb, which is then hand squeezed 




to create high pressure. Inflating the beam takes less 
than 30 seconds and can be done from inside in dire 
conditions. The foot of the shelter can be suspended 
by a stick placed in a down facing pocket, secured by 
fabric tension from the stakes. 

The Gogo Elite withstood high winds and never leaked 
a drop of rain. The small interior volume heated up 
quickly, but also limited gear storage to absolute 
necessities that must stay out of the weather. Mis- 
sion critical clothing, water and electronics could be 
stashed inside, with boots and other gear delegated 
to the small vestibule at the head of the bivy. The ves- 
tibule also allowed some cramped food prep when 
absolutely necessary. This tester is 6 feet tall, 165 lbs 
and the floor area proved spacious considering this 
is a bivy sack and not a tent. Entering and exiting the 
shelter required getting on all fours and moving gear 
in the vestibule, but again, this has interior volume 
and weighs less than many traditional bivies. 

The AirSupported Technology air beam is incredibly 
durable; the lOd coated nylon body/vestibule and 15d 
coated nylon floor would most likely fail before the air 
beam. Punctures would be simpler to repair in the 
field with the included kit than a tent pole. 

The glaring shortcoming of the Gogo Elite is the lack 
of breathability and venting to combat condensation 
produced by breathing. The mesh door at the head 
of the shelter is the only route of escape for vapor, as 
waterproof/breathable fabrics are not used. This was 
especially troublesome at the foot of the shelter where 
higher lofting sleeping bags can come in contact with 
the tent body. Ironically the interior “weather” is the 
source of trouble and not the conditions outside in hu- 
mid environments. This is typically the shortcoming 
of traditional bivy sacks as well if there is no escape 
path for exhaled air. Another nick for some: the only 
color available is a bright yellow, making inconspicu- 
ous overnighting in those “unofficial” areas difficult. 

The Nemo Gogo Elite bivy provides a solo, three-sea- 
son shelter from the elements at an astonishingly 
lightweight and small packed size. The ingenious 



and effective AirSupported Technology proved 
durable and allowed quick pitching and interior 
space not present in traditional bivy sacks. This 
shelter would be excellent for the adventure rid- 
er in colder, drier climates and as a backup for 
“emergencies” or just more “adventurous” times, 
depending on your outlook! MSRP: $429.95 
www.nemoequipment.com 

Specifications 


Capacity IPerson 

Minimum Weight lib 2 oz / 502 g 

On the Fly Weight N/A 

Packaged Weight 1 lb, 12 oz / 800 g 

Floor Dimensions 108 x 41 in / 274 x 104 cm 

Floor Area 19 sq ft / 1.8 sq m 

Vestibule Area 5 sq ft / 0.5 sq m 

Interior Height 27 in / 69 cm 

Number of Doors 1 

Frame Description 2 in / 5 cm dia Airbeam 

Packed Size 4 x 6 dia / 10 x 15 cm dia 

Shell Fabric 10D Pell Nylon Ripstop (1200mm) 

Vestibule Fabric 10D Pell Nylon Ripstop (1200mm) 

Fly Fabric N/A 

Canopy Fabric N/A 

Floor Fabric 15D Pell Nylon Ripstop (1200mm) 

Color 


Yellow 
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Klim Badlands Jacket and Pant 

Klim is a brand that has long been associated with high quality and lofty prices. The Idaho based company touts 
its uncompromising approach, designing through rider feedback and specifying the most advanced materials. 
The Badlands jacket and pant are cornerstone products for Klim, commanding a retail price of roughly $1600, 
the price attributed to using only the “best of the best.” I covered many miles in various conditions to honestly 
evaluate this gear, keeping this price tag and credo in mind 

Close inspection of the Badlands jacket and pant ferrets 
out impeccable construction quality and premium mate- 
rials sourced from original brands. Three- layer Gore-Tex 
Pro waterproof/breathable fabric is used throughout, its 
infamous qualities derived from an expanded polytetra- 
fluoroethylene (e-PTFE) membrane that contains 9 billion 
pores per square inch. These pores are too small to allow 
water droplets to enter, but large enough to let moisture 
vapor escape. The 0.1mm thick membrane is also very 
windproof and is laminated to an inner Gore Micro Grid 
backer that maintains breathability and glide on other 
layers. Various outer fabrics are specified to provide rug- 
gedness. The Pro version has been reserved for extreme 
endeavors such as mountaineering, where failure to man- 
age moisture can have dire consequences. Also of note is 
that Gore certifies apparel manufacturers before allowing 
its brand to be associated; strict manufacturing guide- 
lines and quality control measures must be met for the 
Gore-Tex hang-tag to adorn the gear. The water protection 
extends to the closures, with YKK Vision Aquaguard water 
resistant zippers employed throughout. All visible stitch- 
ing is tight and straight, even those used to affix items as 
minor as zipper pulls, 3M Scotchlite reflective trims, or 
Velcro brand fasteners. 

Donning the Klim Badlands gear initially delivers the per- 
ceptions of heft and stiffness. The scale doesn’t lie - the 
jacket weighs 7.011b (large), the pant 4.341b (32 reg). The 
stiffness is especially noticeable in the elbows, shoulders and knees. Both the mass and inflexibility are related 
to the unprecedented protection offered by the gear. CE certified 3DO impact protection is used in the back pan- 
el, shoulders, elbows, hip and knees; many of the insert pockets have an adjustment feature to optimize exact 
positioning of the pads. 3DO is a U.K. based company that specializes in impact protection and shock absorp- 
tion, applying a patented and proprietary technology; their rate sensitive polymer inserts remain flexible at rest 
but stiffen upon impact, absorbing and dispersing impact energy. The tail-bone is padded by a rate sensitive 



Klim Badlands Jacket and Pant 


Poron XRD foam insert which also stiffens upon im- 
pact, but is softer and breathable, a better choice for 
this more sensitive location. The chest is protected by 
two air permeable, thin silicone mesh inserts. All of 
these high-tech protective inserts contribute the most 
to the weight of the apparel. Shoulders, elbows/fore- 
arms and knees are armored by SuperFabric, which is 
overlaid with tiny ceramic spheres, providing durable 
abrasion and slash resistance. The lower legs of the 
pants have a heavier Cordura 840d outer fabric for 
greater durability in that often-abused area. The seat, 
back pocket, chest pockets and waist pockets employ 
Armacor, an extremely tear and abrasion resistant 
fabric made by weaving Kevlar and Cordura nylon. 

I am six feet tall, have a 32-inch waist, and hit the scale 
at 167 lbs. A large size jacket provides the necessary 
shoulder span and arm length but the torso is a little 
large in girth, acceptable when standing but more no- 
ticeable when seated on the bike. The torso is longer 
in the rear and the overall length proved ideal; ample 
coverage while in the upright attack position and not 
too long when seated in cruise mode. The 32-regular 
sized pant feels a bit baggy in the hips when standing 
(I admittedly have tiny hips) but the feeling disappears 
when seated, the patterning allowing unhindered 
movement between those two positions. Each seg- 



ment of every limb has a girth adjustment, ensur- 
ing that the impact protection inserts remain in the 
proper positions and allowing tuning fit for layering 
underneath. The jacket has a mesh kidney belt that 
aids in carrying the weight of the jacket and pocket 
contents. The lower hem and neckline are adjustable 
through captive cord locks and wrists have generous 
Velcro adjustment straps. The pant waist has an elas- 
tic panel in the rear and dual Velcro adjustment straps 
while the lower cuffs are zipped and adjusted by three 
metals snaps. The pant will also accommodate knee 
braces if the impact protection inserts are removed. 
All major joint areas employ pre-curved and articulat- 
ed patterning based on riding positions and mobility 
is enhanced through stretch panels. Indeed, the set- 
up fits best in riding positions, making the weight and 
stiffness less noticeable on the go. Substantial inner 
knee and lower leg full grain leather overlays enhance 
grip and protect against engine heat. Jacket and pant 
zip together in the rear, although I found this feature 
unnecessary. 

The jacket has eight air intake ports (a pair each at 
the upper chest, sides, upper arm and forearm) and 
two back exhaust ports. The pant has two upper thigh 
intakes and two rear thigh exhaust ports. The collar 
cleverly snaps in the open position to keep the upper 



chest ventilated if desired. Outerwear with 
a waterproof laminate holds in heat, and 
the Klim Badlands cannot escape this re- 
ality. Due to the windproof nature of the 
Gore-Tex Pro fabric, convective dumping of 
excess heat is only possible through vents; 
utilizing all of them allowed me to stay 
fairly comfortable into the 80s even when 
working fairly hard. Interestingly, the fore- 
arm vents seemed to move the most air 
through the jacket. The Badland’s venting 
system represents one of the best overall 
heat dumping strategies I have experi- 
enced in protective gear that is absolutely 
waterproof. 

Storage options abound in the Klim Bad- 
lands jacket and pant. There are seven 
external pockets: a large volume pocket 
on the back, two chest pockets (one with a 
shock corded key fob), two waist pockets, a 
dedicated personal locater beacon pocket 
and an ID pocket on a sleeve. Four mesh 
pockets are available internally, as well as a 
hidden passport pocket. A hydration blad- 
der pocket is accessed from the inside, the 
drinking hose routed internally to eliminate 
interference with the helmet. The pant has 
two cargo pockets at mid-thigh. 


The Klim Badlands jacket and pant accompanied me through cold winter rains and humid Texas 
spring heat, never letting me down or causing any gear-related concerns. They proved absolute- 
ly waterproof and showed zero signs of wear other than being dirty. Venting proved adequate, 
and although I cannot attest to the crash worthiness, I have faith that the impact protection 
chosen by Klim is the best available. 

Clever and useful features abound, exhibiting design borne of real adventures aboard bikes. 
Yes, you can get gear for much less money. But if you want the best of the best in materials and 
construction and a life span most likely exceedingthat of your bike, look nofurtherthan the Klim 
Badlands. MSRP: Jacket $949.99-$999.99, Pant $649.99-$669.99. www.klim.com 







After coming back from the 1290 Super 
Adventure R launch in Peru the previous month, 
my trip to Temecula, CA was just a one-hour drive 
from the Upshift HQ. We met up at the KTM USA 
headquarters at 8am sharp for the product intro- 
duction to KTM’s brand new 1090 Adventure R. 
Was it going to be better than the all-conquering 
1190 Adventure R? Judging by the information 
we got at the presentation, KTM has put signif- 
icant time and resources into this new off-road 
capable big adventure bike, and we were soon 
on our way into the California hills for two days of 
riding to see if this was the do-it-all machine that 
we had been promised. Our guides were Chris 
Fillmore and Quinn Cody, so I knew the trails were 
not going to be easy. 
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Thanks to the KTM team for a great adventure 


on this new bike. If you plan on spending time 


off-road on your big bike (who doesn’t?) then 


it’s tough to beat the new 1090 Adventure R’s 


dirt abilities 
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KTM 1090 ADVENTURE R 
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Technical 

The all-new KTM 1090 Adventure R 
is a newly defined direction for the 
previous 1190 Adventure R. KTM is 
positioning this new model as a large 
dual-sport motorcycle, and it is get- 
ting back to off-road basics, as op- 
posed to the finely honed “adventure 
travel” style of the new 1290 Super 
Adventure R. Although the new 1290 
is definitely off-road capable, the 1090 
is firmly aimed at the rider who wants 
to spend most of their time on the dirt, 
and use the road as a “liaison stage” 
to get them back to the dirt ASAP. 


KTM fully expects the 1090 to be their 
bestseller in the US market, as Ameri- 
can riders want to spend more time trail 
riding on their big ADV bikes than their 
Euro counterparts. This is where KTM 
has brought into play off-road legend 
Quinn Cody as R&D in California to help 
set up the ideal big off-road machine. 

The concept behind the 1090 is 
“Lighter, Faster, Better.” The new 
bike features the same modes as the 
1190R (Sport, Street, Rain, Off-road) 
and also some electronic rider aids 
like Traction Control and ABS with an 
Off-road option as well. 
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The 1090’s motor has a 2mm smaller 
bore than the 1190 (from 105mm down 
to 103mm) and the stroke is now 63mm 
compared to 69mm on the 1190. 

The main difference in power from the 
1190 to the new 1090 is the much better 
low-end response that helps get you out 
of trouble on some of the more technical 
dirt sections. Although the final drive gear 
ratio is the same as the 1190, the 1090’s 
bottom end response is much better. The 
new motor also has a much smoother 
idle, and the first impression when riding 
the bike was just how much less vibration 
there is. Although the 1090 is a more “ba- 
sic” dirt bike, the motor’s characteristics 
give the feeling of a more refined ride. The 
output of the bike is 125hp in Sport and 
Street modes, and lOOhp in Rain and Off- 
road settings. 

The highlight of the new bike is the 
much-improved stock suspension. With a 
WP fork up front with stiffer fork springs, 
and a new PDS rear shock, this bike is so 
much better performing than the 1190 


stock set-up. You have to hit a rut pretty 
hard and fast to get this suspension to 
bottom out, whereas on the 1190R, the big 
“clunk” up front was a regular occurrence. 

KTM feels that their customers use their 
bikes off-road more than other brands, 
so the stiffer suspension was much need- 
ed. The 1090 shares many parts with the 
1190R, such as chassis, wheels, and con- 
trols. It is 22lbs lighter than it’s predeces- 
sor, but lacks a center stand, although one 
is available through KTM Powerparts. 

We found that the Off-road mode with Off- 
road Traction Control in the “on” position 
worked best on the loose uphill winding 
dirt roads that had a layer of fine gravel 
and sand over a hard- packed base. This 
allowed us to let the rear end break loose 
under power, but not unleashing the full 
125hp of Sport mode. Where we did love 
the Sport mode with Traction Control “off” 
was on the faster undulating trails where, 
if we needed a little “braap” to lighten the 
front end over an obstacle, the power was 
an instant and plentiful 125hp hit. 
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Features 

Revised fully adjustable WP USD front forks with 
separate compression and rebound systems. 

Fully adjustable WP Progressive Damping System 
(PDS) rear monoshock for greater control and 
bottoming resistance. 

Tubeless 21- and 18-inch wheels fitted with Conti- 
nental TKC 80 tires for excellent off-road perfor- 
mance with sure-foot street manners. 

Highly developed 125 hp LC8 V-Twin with dual-plug 
ignition, cutting-edge Keihin engine management, 
electronic fuel injection, Ride-by-Wire technology 
and slipper clutch. 

Motorcycle Stability Control (MSC) package with 
multi-mode combined ABS, ride mode technology 
and multi-mode traction control (MTC). 

Four-mode traction control (MTC) including Sport, 
Street, Off-road and Rain settings allow the rider to 
fine tune the power application in any situation. 

Off-road ABS mode allows for dirt-specific ABS 
application on the front wheel while disengaging the 
rear ABS for brake slides and total control in the dirt. 

Strong trellis frame made from chrome-molybde- 
num steel for optimal handling on the street and in 
the dirt. 

Adjustable foot pegs, handlebars and wind shield. 
Integrated pannier mounts. 

MSRP $14,699 lvn.com 
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MOTORCYCLES SERVICE PARTS & ACCESSORIES ON-LINE STORE 


Your next adventure 


www.3bros.com 

1560 Superior Ave. #C 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
Phone: 949-642-0546 


#1 KTM and Husqvarna 
motorcycle seller in the USA 


KMAA © Husq varna* 



